
Title 5 

BUSINESS LICENSES AND REGULATIONS* 

 

Chapters: 

5.04 Business Licenses 

5.08 Bingo Games 

5.12 (Reserved) 

5.16 Solicitors and Peddlers 

5.24 Cable Communication Franchises 

5.28 Rock Festivals 

5.32 Taxicabs 

5.36 Cardrooms 

5.40 Mechanical or Electronic Amusement Devices 

5.44 Pawnbrokers and Secondhand Dealers 

5.50 Filming Rules and Regulations 

5.60       Mobile Home Rent Protection 

 

                     *       For statutory provisions authorizing cities to license businesses 

 for revenue and regulation purposes, see Gov. Code §37101; for 

 provisions authorizing cities to license businesses in the exercise 

 of the municipal police power and for purposes of regulation, see  

 Bus. & Prof. Code §§16000—16003. 

 







5.04.040   License and tax payment required.  

A. There are imposed upon the businesses, trades, professions, callings, and occupations 

specified in this chapter license taxes in the amounts hereinafter prescribed. It is unlawful for 

any person to transact and carry on any business, trade, profession, calling, or occupation in 

the city without first having procured a license from the city to do so and paying the tax 

hereinafter prescribed or without complying with any and all applicable provisions of this 

chapter. 

B. Subsection A shall not be construed to require any person to obtain a license prior to doing 

business within the city if such requirement conflicts with applicable statutes of the United 

States or of the state. Persons not so required to obtain a license prior to doing business 

within the city nevertheless shall be liable for payment of the tax imposed by this chapter 

C. As a prerequisite to the issuance of any license herein, the applicant shall submit to the 

collector a copy of his or her sales tax permit or sellers permit (pursuant to the requirements 

of Revenue and Tax Code Section 6067) which clearly designates the city as his or her place 

of business. If requested by the applicant, the collector may provide forms for changing the 

address of the place of business, and upon the applicant’s execution thereof, the collector 

shall transmit said forms to the State Board of Equalization. 

D. Notwithstanding any provision of this section or chapter, no person shall transact, perform, 

engage in and carry on in the city any business, trade, profession, calling, use or occupation 

that cannot be, or is not, conducted or carried out without being in violation of state or 

federal law, or this code, and no license will be issued for any such business, trade, 

profession, calling, use, or occupation, including but not limited to a medical marijuana 

dispensary, medical marijuana delivery or medical marijuana cultivation as defined in section 

17.220.020 of this code.  In the event of any future amendments to this code, including 

amendments to allowable medical marijuana uses, the City hereby expressly reserves the 

right to develop, implement, and conduct local licensing of medical marijuana cultivation 

under Health and Safety Code section 11362.777(c).” (Ord. 494 §l, 1986; Ord. 365 §l (part}, 

1975, Ord. 689, 2015). 

5.04.050   Branch establishments. 

A separate license must be obtained for each branch establishment or location of the business 

transacted and carried on, and for each separate type of business at the same location, and each 

license shall authorize the licensee to transact and carry on only the business licensed thereby at 

the location or in the manner designated in such license; provided that ware houses and 

distributing plants used in connection with and incidental to a business licensed under the 

provisions of this chapter shall not be deemed to be separate places of business or branch 

establishments. (Ord. 365 §l(part) 1975. 
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5.04.060   Evidence of doing business. 

When any person by use of sign, circulars , cards, telephone book, or newspapers, advertises, 

holds out or represents that he is in business in the city, or when any person holds an action 

license or permit issued by a governmental agency indicating that he is in business in the city, or 

when any person seeks to initiate or maintain a home business as described within Section 

17.12.020 in any residential zone, any such person fails to deny by a sworn statement given to 

the collector that he is not conducting a business in the city, after being requested to do so by the 

collector, then these facts shall be considered prima facie evidence that he is conducting a 

business in the city. (Ord. 439 §2, 1980: Ord. 365 §l( part ), 1975) . 

  

5.04.070   Constitutional apportionment. 

A. None of the license taxes provided for by this chapter shall be so applied as to occasion an 
undue burden upon interstate commerce or be violative of the equal protection and due 
process clauses of the constitutions of the United States and the state. 

B. In any case where a license tax is believed by a licensee or applicant for a license to place 
an undue burden upon interstate commerce or be violative of such constitutional. 
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5.04.090 Contents of license.  

A . Every person required to have a license under the provisions 

of this chapter shall: make application as hereinafter 

prescribed for the same to the collector of the city, and upon the 

payment of the pre scribed license tax, the collector shall issue 

to such person a license which shall contain the following 

information: 

 

1.  The name of the person to whom the license is issued: 
2. The business licenses; 
3. The Place where such business is to be transacted and carried 

on; 

4. The date of the expiration of such license; and 
5. Such other information as may be necessary for the 

enforcement of the provisions of this chapter 

 

 For a home business(as described in Section 17.12.020C) every 

application may contain special conditions regarding the conduct of 

such business 1  as deemed necessary by the col lector to 

maintain the peaceful and harmonious character of the residential 

neighborhood. Such conditions may extend to a prohibition of 

walk-in customers , placement of limits on the size of the 

clientele , limitation of t. e hours of operation or an imposition of 

other reasonable sanctions required to preserve the integrity of 

the area. 

B. Whenever the tax imposed under the provisions of this chapter 

is measured by the number of vehicles, devices, machines, or other 

pieces of equipment used by the licensee, the collector shall issue 

only one license; provided, that he may issue for each tax period 

for which the license tax has· been paid one identification 

sticker, tag, plate, or symbol for each item included in the 

measure of the tax. (Ord. 439 §3, 1980; Ord. 365 §l (part), 1975). 

  

5.04.100 Application – First license. 

A. Upon a person making application for the first license to be 

issued hereunder or for a newly established business, such person 

shall furnish to the collector a sworn statement, upon a form 

provided by the collector, setting forth the following 

information: 

 1. The exact nature or kind of business for which a license 

is requested; 

 2. The place where such business is to be carried on, and 

if the same is not to be carried on at any permanent place of 

business, the places of residence of the owners of the same; 

 3. In the event that application is made for the issuance 

of a license to a person doing business under a fictitious name, 

the application shall set forth the names and places of residence 

of those owning said business; 

 4. In the event that the application is made for the 
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issuance to a corporation or a partnership, the application shall 

set forth the names and places of residence of the officers and 

partners thereof; 

 5. A certification by the applicant that, to the best of 

the applicant’s knowledge, the operation of the business for which 

the application is sought will not constitute a violation of any 

state or federal law, or of this code; and 

 6. Any further information which the collector may require 

to enable him or her to issue the type of license applied for. 

B. The collector shall not issue to any person another license 

for the same or any other business, until such person has 

furnished to him or her the sworn statement and paid the license 

tax as herein required. 
























































































































































































