
 

City of Jackson Planning Commission 
Summary Meeting Minutes of November 19, 2007 

 
The Planning Commission of the City of Jackson met in the Civic Center Council Chambers, 33 
Broadway, Jackson, California.  Chairman Works called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.. 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: CITY STAFF PRESENT: 
Dave Butow, Vice Chairman 
Walt Hoeser  
Terri Works, Chairman  
Wayne Garibaldi  
COMMISSION MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: 
Leticia Sexton 

Mike Daly, City Manager  
Susan Peters, City Planner 
Karon Knuist, Administrative Clerk 
 

 
 Pledge of Allegiance 
 
1. Public Matters Not on the Agenda.  Thornton Consolo spoke to the Commissioners about the 

non-conforming signs in Jackson, such as the Coldwell Banker reader board sign.  Mr. Consolo 
would like the Planning Commission to require and enforce the zoning code so that all signs in 
the city conform to the zoning code.  City Planner Peters will check the code on the Coldwell 
Banker sign and report back at the next Planning Commission meeting. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes  - Regular Planning Commission Meeting of August 20, September 

17,and October 15, 2007.  Vice Chairman Butow had several corrections to the minutes noted 
on Staff’s copy.   

 
MOTION:  Vice Chairman Butow made a motion to approve, with noted corrections, the 
Regular Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of August 20, September 17,and October 15, 
2007, seconded by Commission Garibaldi.  Motion was passed with all in favor. 
 
3. Public Hearing – Variance 2007-06 – BRAD Management, Jackson Creek Plaza Hwy 49.  

The applicant is removing the old sign and is requesting to replace it with a sign 6ft higher than 
is allowed in the zoning code.   

Note:  The Staff Report Packet prepared for the Planning Commission is hereby incorporated into these minutes by 
reference as though set forth in full.  Any Staff Report, recommended findings, mitigation measures, conditions, or 
recommendations which are referred to by Commissioners in their action motions on project decisions, which are 
contained in the Staff Reports, are part of these minutes.  Any written materials, petitions, packets or comments 
received at the hearing also become part of these minutes.  The recording tapes of this meeting are hereby 
incorporated into these minutes by reference and are stored in the City of Jackson Planning Department. 
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Chairman Works invited Stacey Gordon representing BRAD Management, the property 
management company, to the podium.  Ms. Gordon explained that BRAD Management’s plan 
is to “brand” the shopping center by installing the new sign with the anchor stores listed, a 
monument sign at each end of the plaza listing the smaller shops; painting the entire plaza, 
landscaping and re-striping the parking lot.  They want to upgrade the plaza and hopes it will 
keep more businesses from moving to Martell, as well as entice other businesses to fill the 
vacant spots.   
 
Chairman Works opened the public hearing. 
 
Jack Georgette would like to see the sign lower not higher because there are so many cars 
leaving the center in a random fashion that no one has the time, nor is it safe to look up in the 
sky to see the sign. 
 
Thornton Consolo does not believe that a bigger sign will bring more people to shop at the 
center, and that Kentucky Fried Chicken and Taco Bell are already lit up like Christmas trees.  
Mr. Consolo also feels that it will set a precedent and that everyone will want bigger signs.  Mr. 
Consolo suggested bolting the cabinet sign with the logo on the bottom of the existing sign. 
 
Charles Gay representing the sign company believes that the new signs will give the shopping 
center a cohesive, improved look.  He also feels that signs will make or break a company. 
 
Eileen Sullivan feels that the higher sign would be visually detrimental.  New paint and new 
landscaping would look good, not a bigger sign. 
 
Stacey Gordon returned to speak to some of the public comments.  She personally hates the 
existing sign and feels that updating the paint, landscaping and signage would do a lot to 
improve the image and the look of the center.   
 
Judy Jebian feels that the smaller stores are the ones in need of the larger signage so they don’t 
feel the need to put up all the smaller sandwich board signs on the highway.  Ms. Jebian said 
that Highway 49 is visually raggedy.  Updated parking lots and landscaping would make things 
much better.  She feels the Planning Commission should make the signs uniform throughout the 
city. 
 
Chairman Works closed the public hearing and took comments from the Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Garibaldi is in favor of the new sign and renovation of the center.  He also 
agrees with Jack Georgette and Thornton Consolo that KFC and Taco Bell are already lit up.   
 
Commissioner Hoeser is concerned about the number of signs considering that KFC, Taco Bell 
and Kragen already have their own well-lit signs.  He prefers the monument signs and would 
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like all the signs to be monuments, but he does like the new sign much better than the existing 
sign. 
 
Vice Chairman Butow thinks the signs should be shorter so people aren’t looking up.  The land 
at the Plaza is flat and Vice Chairman Butow feels that the extra height of the sign is 
unnecessary.  He does agree that the sign needs to be replaced and likes the way the sign is 
redone in the rendering, but he would like the sign to be lower and definitely not higher.   
 
Chairman Works stated that she would personally always choose a monument sign over any 
other sign and that the current sign is an eyesore.  Chairman Works does not want Jackson to 
turn into a town like Sutter Creek where you cannot walk to take care of business.  She likes 
living in a community with a working downtown where you can walk to the post office, grocery 
store, library, bank, bakery, restaurants, etc.   
 
Chairman Works would rather not have big glaring signs throughout Jackson, but is not willing 
to draw the line and make an example of this shopping center.  She feels the benefits of 
updating the center outweigh the negative impact of the sign. 
 

MOTION:  Commissioner Garibaldi made a motion to approve Variance 2007-06 for BRAD 
Management’s new and larger sign based on the finding that the new sign will be superior to 
the current sign.  Chairman Works seconded the motion.  Motion was passed with a 3-1 vote; 
Vice Chairman Butow voted against and Commissioner Sexton was absent. 
 
4. Review request by Kathy duBois regarding Jackson’s future economic viability.   Item 

postponed at applicant’s request. 
 
5. Review request by Kathy duBois regarding Jackson’s planning issues.  Item postponed at 

applicant’s request. 
 
6. Administrative Reports.  City Planner Peters had nothing to report. 
 

 
 

Meeting adjourned by Chairman Works at 6:59 p.m. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
_____________________________                                       Date Approved:  January 22, 2008 
Karon Knuist, Administrative Clerk 


