
 

 

The City of Jackson desires to preserve 

the historic Kennedy Tailing Wheel #4 

by constructing a structure similar to 

the ones that originally housed all four 

wheels. 

The “Save The Wheel” committee 

consists of citizens who have a strong 

commitment and willingness to work 

for the necessary $650,000 needed to 

preserve one of California’s NRHP 

Landmarks, right here in Amador 

County, and within the city limits of 

Jackson. The wheels, one of a kind 

engineering marvels, represent the 

California mining industry’s first 

attempt to be environmentally 

proactive. 

This project would make the wheel 

available for the education and benefit 

of the viewing public. 

“SAVE THE WHEEL” 

SAVE THE WHEEL 

A Community 

Effort to Save 

Kennedy Mine 

Tailing Wheel #4. 
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HISTORY 

Kennedy Mine Wheels 

More unique than ancient, the Kennedy Tailing Wheels were designed, 

fabricated and operating by December, 1914.  Their purpose:  to lift 

mining waste slurry delivered by flume over two hills.  Then, from Wheel 4 

the slurry flowed into a nearby impoundment basin created by a new, 

huge dam.   Why? 

 In January, 1911, 20 inches of torrential rain propelled tons of mine waste 

downstream in the Dry Creek watershed. The slickens filled creek beds 

and overflowed onto range and farm.  Affected agriculturists in three 

counties organized and negotiated an agreement with mine owners.  It 

required the mine owners to impound their waste by December, 1914, or 

shut down.  The Kennedy’s ingenious wheels system could thus operate 

virtually non-stop, 24 hours a day, enabling the mine for a quarter century 

to reap millions of dollars in revenue and dividends. 

World War II’s need for manpower and raw materials shut down most 

mines, forever stopping the Kennedy wheels system.  After being 

protectively housed for about 25 years, the wheels were suddenly 

exposed when their buildings were taken down, and sheet-metal siding 

salvaged.   While the public marveled about the giant wheels, the weather 

began to take its toll.  

In time, the elements collapsed Wheels 2 and 3 but community and city 

efforts saved Wheels 1 and 4.  Wheel 1 still stands thanks to cables and 

supports.  Wheel 4, the best preserved, needs a protective shelter to 

withstand future exposure and indefinitely extend its life.  

Today’s Kennedy Tailing Wheels 

Park encompasses the sites of the 

four original wheels.  The park 

was once an integral part of the 

adjacent Kennedy Mine property, 

whose headframe, mine house 

and major acreage is owned by a 

private foundation. 

Why save Wheel 4?  For over a 

half century the wheels have been 

the most photographed mining 

relics in the California gold mining 

region and thus its major surviving 

symbol  of the history of the great 

gold mining industry.  Further, as part of the City of Jackson’s logo, they 

depict the city’s role as the richest heart of the fabled Mother Lode.  

Lastly, the wheels system showed that humans, with good will, 

compromise and ingenuity, can right wrongs and resolve vexing 

engineering problems to the benefit of all. 

More information about the “Save The Wheel” 

project can be found on the City of Jackson web 

site (http://ci.jackson.ca.us/SaveTheWheel)  

as well as opportunities to 

volunteer or contribute to 

the fund.  

A booklet depicting a 

complete history of the 

Tailing Wheels can be 

purchased for $7.50 

throughout Jackson.   All 

proceeds go directly to 

the “Save The Wheel” 

project. 

"Wheel #4 has been in the best preserved of the four wheels because of 
earlier efforts to rehabilitate it. But preservation of the wheels requires 
perpetual efforts and to allow the previous work to waste would be 
irresponsible stewardship. We are grateful for the efforts of the Jackson 
City Council to continue stewardship of Wheels #4 and will do what we 
can to assist in your efforts to restore and preserve these rare gems of 
Amador County."   ~ Gary Reinoehol, President, Amador County 
Historical Society 

"The council supports the effort to protect this registered National 
Historic Place as well as the efforts to develop comprehensive 
interpretive signage at the site and new directional signage at various 
highway locations in the county."   ~ Tim Murphy, Mayor, Sutter Creek 

ENDORSEMENTS 

SAVE THE WHEEL http://ci.jackson.ca.us/SaveTheWheel 

"We support your efforts to save Wheel #4."  ~ Bill Almgren, 
President 2010-11, Amador Upcountry Rotary Club 

"The City will help in any way we can to assist you in this important 
endeavor."  ~ Greg Baldwin, Mayor, City of Plymouth 

"After all, the wheel was the first engineered project for the mining 
industry designed to benefit the environment and over 100 years 
later as a society we care still searching for ways to benefit the 
environment, it is good to preserve those early efforts as well. The 
wheel serves as an integral part of California's mining history."  ~ 
Diane Anderson, Soroptimist International of Amador County 

ENDORSEMENTS 

BE A PART OF  

PRESERVING HISTORY 


